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Membership Meeting 

Thursday September 18, 2025 7:00 p.m. 
Garden Center, Tyrrell Park, Beaumont     

A Birding Trip to Cuba 
 

Steve Mayes 
 
 
 

Steve will talk about his birding trip to Cuba 2/27-3/1/2025. This was a 
short trip covering only a small area of the country between Havana and 
the Zapata peninsula in Matanzas Province, including the Cienaga de 
Zapata, a famous large natural wetland reserve on the southern coast of 
Cuba about 125 miles south of Havana, which is on the northern coast. 
Despite the limited area covered, 133 species were observed including 
a number of Cuban and West Indian endemics. These included such 
species as Cuban Trogon, Cuban Tody, Blue-headed Quail-Dove, Great 
Lizard-Cuckoo and the world's smallest bird — the Bee Hummingbird. 
Steve will also speak about travelling in Cuba and the special travel 
restrictions for Americans in Cuba. 
 
We plan to have the doors open no later than 6:00 p.m., and have light 
refreshments available by about 6:15 p.m.  
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Calendar of Events 
 

Important Note: Field Trip notices 
published here are subject to last 
minute changes. Changes will always 
be posted on the web site at 
www.goldentriangleaudubon.org.    
Thursday September 18, 2025. 
Membership Meeting. Details on page 
1 and on the web site.   
Directions to Tyrrell Park 
From the South 
Go "north" on US69/96/287 around the 
south side of Beaumont. Take Highway 
124 west (left) towards Fannett 
At the first light, turn left onto Tyrrell 
Park Road and go about 3/4 mile. 
Turn left into the park through the arch. 
The Garden Center is on the left. For 
Cattail Marsh, continue ahead and 
proceed about two-thirds of the way 
round the main loop and into the well-
marked Cattail Marsh parking area. 
 
From IH10 
Exit at Walden Road on the west side 
of Beaumont and turn south (right) on 
Walden Road. At the light at Highway 
124, go straight ahead on Tyrrell Park 
Road and then as above. 
 
Saturday September 20, 2025. 
Jefferson County Fall Migration 
Count. Contact John Whittle at 
gtaudubon@aol.com for details or to 
volunteer to help. Even if you can only 
participate during the morning, your 
help will be welcome. These counts 
have been conducted since 1995,and 
thus form a valuable historical record, 
. 
Saturday September 27, 2025. Field 
Trip to Smith Point Hawkwatch. 
 .Note that again this month, our 
Field Trip will not be on the Saturday 
immediately following the Membership 
Meeting but one week later than that so 
as to be nearer the date when Broad-
winged Hawk migration has peaked in 
recent years.  
 To reach the Smith Point Hawk- 
watch site from Winnie, take Highway 
124 south towards High Island. After 
12 miles, turn right on FM1985 and 
follow it about 14 1/2 miles until it 
meets FM562. Follow FM562 14 miles 
to Smith Point. Continue straight until 
almost reaching the bay, and turn left, 
bearing left again to the parking area 
next to the Hawkwatch Tower on the 
Candy Abshier Wildlife Management 

Area. It takes at least 90 minutes from 
the Golden Triangle to reach the site, 
more if you stop to bird. This Field 
Trip is much more a come and go as 
you wish trip, and help on hawk 
identification is always available on the 
tower during Hawk Watch season! 
 Our leaders will be there from about 
8:30 a.m. on September 27. Hopefully, 
this will be close to a peak in this year's 
Broad-winged Hawk migration, but 
there will always be some hawks. 
Accipiters, especially Sharp-shinned 
Hawks, tend to pass over Smith Point 
early in the morning, often 
concentrated in the 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 
a.m. time period, while the Broad-
winged Hawks tend to come later in the 
morning, rarely before 10:00 a.m. Any 
day from mid-September through mid 
or late October should produce a good 
number of migrating hawks.  
 Our leaders may lead a group into  
the nearby woods looking for migrants, 
but you may stay on the tower if you 
wish. Mosquitoes are not normally a 
problem on the tower. Availability of 
food and fuel is essentially non-existent 
in Smith Point, so bring your lunch! 
 The Smith Point Hawk Watch tower 
is staffed by Gulf Coast Bird 
Observatory in cooperation with Hawk 
Watch International from August 15 
through November 30 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. 
 Historically, the peak of Broad-
wing Hawk migration was September 
25, although in recent years at Smith  
 

Golden Triangle 
Audubon Facebook 
 
Join us on Facebook! There is a 
Golden Triangle Audubon group 
on Facebook, moderated by Jana 
Whittle and John Mariani. Our aim 
is to provide a space for people 
around the Golden Triangle to 
share pictures, sightings, and other 
information about birds, other 
nature, and local birding sites and 
habitats. All levels of pictures are 
welcome, especially of less 
common birds. If you are looking 
for help with identification, please 
include the location and date of the 
picture, as both are important in 
narrowing the possibilities. Send 
your contribution through a 
Facebook message or an email to 
gtaudubon@aol.com. 
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it has tended to be later and less 
uniform, and sometimes large numbers 
of Broad-wings have passed through in 
the first few days of October. 
 The days immediately following a 
cold front usually have a north wind, 
and more migrating hawks of all 
species pass through on those days. 
  Previous years' results are at 
http://hawkcount.org, so you can do 
your own analysis! The exact peak day 
probably depends more on the weather 
on the migration path from Pennsyl-
vania down to east Texas, and 
particularly on the two or three days 
after the passage of a cold front. 
However, predicting is very difficult as 
there are relatively few Hawk Watches 
between Pennsylvania and Texas to let 
us know where the en route hawks 
have paused. Almost all migratory 
hawks over Smith Point come from 
areas north of Pennsylvania. Broad-
wings breed over almost all of the 
eastern half of the United States, 
including the Golden Triangle and the 
southern tier of Canada, even as far 
west as British Columbia, but those 
from some of the western parts of the 
range tend to pass over the narrow strip 
of land between Lake Huron and Lake 
Erie and thus over the Detroit area. 
These birds continue south and join up 
with the eastern birds as they approach 
Corpus Christi.  
 For more information, contact our 
Field Trip Chair Steve Mayes 
(gtaudubon@aol.com). 
 
Saturday October 4, 2025. Sabine 
Woods Work Day. (Tentative date). 
We plan to do our usual fall routine 
maintenance. We will be there from 
about 7:30 a.m. Normally, we work 
until about noon. 
 We will be there from about 7:30 
a.m. Normally, we work until about 
noon. We will supply cold water and 
soft drinks and hope to be able to 
provide sandwiches for lunch. 
 Brush-hogging of the open areas is 
planned to occur before then but as 
usual, the side of the trails will need 
attention, 
 We have a limited number of hand 
tools but if you have loppers or 
clippers, please bring them. We may 
need a chain saw, but probably only 
one. Bring insect repellent! 
 For more details, contact John 
Whittle at gtaudubon@aol.com  
 

Thursday October 16. 2025. 
Membership Meeting. Christine 
Brouwer will present a program on her 
recent trip to Surat in the State of 
Gujarat, India on the Arabian Sea coast 
about 200 miles north of Mumbai 
(Bombay) 
 
Saturday October 18, 2025. Field 
Trip to Sabine Woods. Leader Steve 
Mayes. Meet at Sabine Woods, which 
is 4.1 miles west of Sabine Pass on the 
north side of Highway 87 at 7:30 a.m. 
or join the trip in progress in the woods 
later. Waterproof footwear will 
probably be a good idea, especially if it 
is at all wet from previous rain or just 
heavy early morning dew. Bring 
mosquito repellent just in case. There 
are few services available on weekends 
in Sabine Pass, and no gasoline is 
available.  
 October 18 is towards the end of fall 
songbird migration, but often brings a 
good variety of birds. A cold front may 
drive down the last of the warblers and 
the first big push of wintering birds. 
Some of our winter birds may be 
arriving, and often the woodland 
species that winter in the Big Thicket 
overshoot a little at first. In some past 
years, this has included Red-breasted 
Nuthatch and Brown Creeper. There 
are always interesting birds at Sabine 
Woods! Birding Sabine Woods is 
relatively easy walking. 
 
Thursday November 20, 2025 
Annual Meeting and Elections 
 The Annual Meeting of Golden 
Triangle Audubon Society will take 
place on November 21, 2024 in the 
Garden Center, Tyrrell Park. At this 
meeting, we will hold elections for all 
Officers and all At-Large Board 
positions. To nominate someone for 
any position contact, the chair of the 
Nominating Committee. Steve Mayes. 
Please in the first instance email him at 
gtaudubon@aol.com. Nominations 
from the floor will be in order but must 
be accompanied by affirmation, either 
orally at the meeting, or in writing, that 
the candidate is willing to serve. 
 We are also always seeking 
contributions to the running of the 
Society in the form of new volunteers, 
as we must have new blood. We will be 
happy to arrange for you to act as an 
understudy for a year (or two).  

 If you prefer to contribute in the form 
of habitat work at Sabine Woods, we 
can arrange that. Most of the work can  
be accomplished in the cooler months! 
 
Membership Dues 
 
 To simplify our record keeping, all 
memberships now run from January 
through December. Membership dues 
are $20 per year. We are now accepting 
2026 dues. You may pay at any 
membership meeting (checks preferred) 
or use the subscription/membership 
blank on the back page. Dues paid in 
September will cover through the end 
of 2026. 
 For new members joining National 
Audubon on line and selecting our 
Chapter code (W25), we receive a 
rebate of the entire first year's national 
dues, and no Chapter dues are expected 
for that first year. 
 As a reminder, dues are voluntary for 
National Audubon Society (NAS) 
members living in the Chapter's official 
territory, which is defined by zip codes, 
but covers all of Jefferson, Orange and  
Hardin Counties and one or two zip 
codes adjacent to these counties. We do 
also welcome NAS members in other 
nearby counties although their 
membership in NAS does not bring 
them to our attention. 
 We would very much encourage you 
receive the Brown Pelican 
electronically as this saves paper, cost 
(including ever increasing postal costs) 
and volunteer time. To start that, simply 
send an email to gtaudubon@aol.com 
from the address you want us to use.  
 
29th Annual Great Texas 
Birding Classic Results 
 
The Great Texas Birding Classic is the 
biggest and longest birdwatching 
tournament. This event coincides with 
spring migration with teams choosing a 
date between April 15 and May 15. 
Registration fees raise money for Texas 
bird conservation project grants. Texas 
is divided into nine regions. In some 
categories there are separate com-
petitions in each region with the result 
that there are about 45 categories of 
results” listed on the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife (.gov) website. 
 

 



The Early History of  Sabine Woods 
 
During a recent Texas Ornithological Society 
Meeting/Field Trip, a few copies of the Texas Birds Spring-
Summer 2000 issue were available, and a number of 
current GTAS members suggested that it would be 
worthwhile to republish an article on Sabine Woods in that 
issue that describes the early history of the sanctuary. 
 
We can only do the subject justice in the digital version of 
the Newsletter, where we can include the color images 
and are not limited by the space constraints inherent in 
the print edition. 
 
Following this introduction, we present the original article 
from the newsletter. (We have removed contact 
information and phone numbers that are no longer valid.) 
Our scanning of the original is not perfect because on two 
of the pages, there are photos that are spread over two 
pages. 
 
To serve as a preface to the article, we are including a few 
screen shots of historical Google Earth aerial photos of 
Sabine Woods from Dec 1938, Sep 1974, Feb 1989 
(close to when TOS purchased the Woods) and the most 
current one available, Aug 2024.  
 
If you go to the Google Earth website, you can find many 
others from the eighties and subsequently. (Zero in on 
Sabine Woods and then use the history button to bring up 

a slider that you can use to bring up the available aerial 
shots.) 
Here is a very brief outline of the major projects completed 
since TOS acquired ownership of the Woods. As the 
article notes, the oaks to the west and to the east of the 
original main woods were planted in 1989-90 soon after 
TOS acquired the property. It is now difficult to tell where 
the “old” Woods end and the 1989 oaks begin. 
 
As one of the projects selected by one of the winners of 
the Great Texas Birding Classic in 2010 or 2011, more 
oaks were planted in the area to the east of the east part 
of the Woods. We supplemented these with some 
mulberry trees propagated by Jim Anding from local 
mulberries. In order to further expand the wooded area, 
we have planted more oaks in the area north of the main 
oak motte, and more recently, some in the northwest 
section of the area owned by TOS. TOS has leased from 
Doornbos the areas east and west from the TOS owned 
property lines to the Doornbos property lines with 
authorization to construct a parking area in the east tract 
and to plant more oak trees in the west tract. 
 
To supplement the original water feature, we have added 
water features in the southern part of the 1989 east tract, 
and more recently, two additional water features west of 
the west end of the pond. 

 



















7 

Bird Sightings –August 2025 
 
 For this column, we review, looking for rare and very rare 
species, all credible eBird and other records reported to us from 
nearby Texas counties – Angelina, Hardin, Jasper, Jefferson, 
Newton, Orange, Sabine, San Augustine and Tyler. We also 
review records for Chambers, Galveston, Harris and Liberty 
Counties in Texas, and Calcasieu and Cameron Parishes in 
Louisiana.  
 The format of the listing is Species – Date – County-and brief 
location information if available – (number) – Observer(s). If 
more precise location information is needed, it can often be 
obtained by using the bird species map feature to find the 
sighting in eBird, opening the checklist, and using the map 
function to display the location as precisely as the observer 
provided.  
Commentary: This is the shortest list we have ever had to 
present.  This does give us an opportunity to discuss the criteria 
we use to select. At the beginning of this year, we decided to 
only include early or late migrant species if the bird was at least 
two weeks beyond the “normal” passage period. Previously, we 
had used a one-week criterion, but increasingly, we felt that the 
checklist we used was too restrictive. The purpose of this change 
was to restrict inclusion to those birds that were more than 
modestly early or late. We do not blame the compilers of the 
Outdoor Nature Club Upper Texas Coast Checklist as they did 
not have the help of a growing lists of sightings in eBird. We 
accept that this still captures some birds that are essentially 
crippled during their stay in the local area and are physically 
unable to continue. It is probably good to help identify those 
birds that become disabled, because eBird will report them and 
that helps detect and identify the probable reason for such birds 
being out of normal season especially if they remain in a very 

small area. This applies particularly to fall trans-Gulf migrants, 
where their condition likely prevents them from following their 
genetically imprinted urge to proceed across the very large body 
of water that is the Gulf. 
 In many ways, the reduction in the number of birds in this list 
validates our decision. Our goal is to include principally birds 
that a local birder would not normally see locally. In the current 
list, Cattle Tyrant and Gray Kingbird would epitomize what we 
are trying to show. Without the changes we made, this column 
was running to two nearly full pages which we considered 
excessive.  
 If a reader is looking for “out of season” records, eBird offers 
a number of methods to find them. Setting the “Alerts” feature 
(by county) will report any species that is outside the norm as 
set by the regional reviewer responsible for that county. But the 
criteria are not uniform so a bird that qualifies for inclusion in 
one county may not qualify in a close neighboring county with 
essentially similar habitat. An entry in the ”alert” for a particular 
bird remains visible for only seven days, and there appears to be 
no way to “recall” an entry after it has timed out. 
 Using, as we do, a checklist compiled in May2008, we have 
difficulties with changes in bird populations, Normal changes 
take place at what is a very slow pace, but sometimes things 
happen relatively quickly. The most obvious recent rapid 
change affecting the local area has been the spread of Limpkins 
from Florida. We have accommodated this change using our 
best judgement, as we feel birders want to know where the 
species can be found.  Initially in a range change, it is easy to 
simply include sightings of the spreading species. But after a 
few years, we will have to cease including them. We do not 
know what the various county reviewers are doing! 

  
Local Counties 
 
Rufous Hummingbird Aug 31 JEF-Nederland (1) JAW 
Tropical Kingbird Aug 24 JEF-Island Operating Heliport area 

(1) Kevin Sitton 
Scarlet Tanager Aug 23 NEW-Rd 692 Toledo Bend (1) Bob 

Fredericks 
 

Nearby Counties 
 
Snow Goose Aug 2-30 HAS-Bliss Meadows Park (1) mult 

obs 
Ross’s Goose Jul 31 HAS-Copper Lakes Park (1) Terry 

Woodward 
Limpkin Aug 5 GAL-Magnolia Ridge Retention 

Basin (1) Georgie Eschenbach 
Pomarine Jaeger Aug 23 GAL-30Mi SE of Galveston (1) 

Galveston Pelagic 
Masked Booby Aug 24 GAL-60 Mi SSE of Galveston 

Galveston Pelagic 
White-tailed Hawk Aug 11 CAL-Tom Segall rd (1) Charlotte 

Chechotsky 
 Aug 12 CAL-Friesen Rd (1) Claire H, Tom 

H 
 Aug 16 CAL-Ward Line Rd S end (1) J G 

Miller 

 
Broad-winged Hawk Aug 13 CAM-Oak Grove/Rutherford Oaks 

(1) Van Remsen, Ezra Garber 
Burrowing Owl Aug 6-29- GAL-Wharf Rd/20th St (1) Eowyn 

Johnson, Greg Whitaker, Jamie 
Schubert 

 Aug 14-31    GAL-Harborside Dr (1) mult obs 
Peregrine Falcon Aug 19 HAS-N Terminal Rd (1) Miles 

Scheuering, Nolan Clements, 
Samantha Webb 

Cattle Tyrant Aug 4, 22 GAL-E Beach Dr (1) Greg Whitaker 
Gray Kingbird Aug 1-24  HAS-East River 9 Golf Course (1) 

mult obs 
Tropical Kingbird Aug 18 GAL-Apffel Park (1),Richard Liebler  
Orange-crowned Warbler Aug 20 HAS-Baytown (1) Grant Parajuli 
 
Abbreviations used: ANG – Angelina County; ANWR – Jocelyn 
Nungaray NWR (ex-Anahuac NWR); CAL – Calcasieu Parish, LA; CAM 
– Cameron Parish, LA; CHA – Chambers County; GAL – Galveston 
County; HAI – Hardin County; HAS – Harris County; HI – High Island; 
HS – Harlan Stewart; JAS – Jasper County; JAW – John Whittle; JEF – 
Jefferson County; LIB – Liberty County; NEW – Newton County; ORA – 
Orange County;; PI – Pleasure Island, Port ArthurSAA – San Augustine 
County.; SAB –  Sabine County; SM – Steve Mayes, SRSP - Sea Rim 
State Park; SW – Sabine Woods; TP – Tyrrell Park including Cattail 
Marsh; TYL – Tyler County; WE – Wyatt Egelhoff; WJC – West Jefferson 
County. 






