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Calendar of Events
Important Note: Field Trip notices
published here should always be
regarded as needing confirmation just
before the date. Changes will always be
posted
on
the web
site
at
www.goldentriangleaudubon.org. Confirmation of the location will also
normally be available at the
Membership Meeting that is usually,
but not always, two days prior to each
trip, or by contacting Field Trip
Committee chair, Steve Mayes at
gtaudubon@aol.com.
Thursday February 20, 2020.
Membership
Meeting. Southeast
Arizona by David Bradford. See Page
1 for details.

Directions to Hillcrest Baptist Church, our meeting
location this month.
From Beaumont and the north
Take US69/96/287 south out of
Beaumont to the FM365 exit, keeping
left on the feeder road. Take the
turnaround lane under the freeway and
head back north moving to the right
hand lane of the feeder road. In about
1500 feet (1/4 mile), turn right on Park
Avenue
(just
before
Carmela's
restaurant) and proceed 1200 feet (2/10
mile) to the church parking lot on the
left, opposite the Babe Ruth Ball Park.
Enter the Gathering Hall through the
door on the circular drive on Park
Avenue.
From the south
Leave northbound US69/96/287 at the
FM365 exit, moving to the right lane
and proceeding straight across FM365.
Turn right on Park Avenue and follow
the remainder of the directions above.
Saturday February 22, 2020 Field
Trip to Cattail Marsh, Tyrrell Park,
Beaumont. Meet at the parking lot for
Cattail Marsh at 8:00 a.m. The parking
lot is accessed from the loop road round
the main picnic areas in Tyrrell Park.
Many birds can be seen from the
boardwalk with minimal walking, but
the group will probably make a
leisurely three-or-so-mile hike round
the various cells in the marsh. Be
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advised that, while you can turn
around and retrace your steps at any
point, there are no meaningful
"shortcuts" after you start on the
levee between cells 3 and 4. If you
don't want to walk that far, there will be
someone on the boardwalk to help you
identify the many birds in the near
cells. Walking is on the levees; the
main ones are graveled, but some of the
interior ones are essentially mowed
grass. This will be a good trip for
beginning to intermediate birders, as
most of the waterfowl and wading birds
are relatively easy to study in the open
water areas.
Directions to Tyrrell Park
From the South
Go "north" on US69/96/287 around the
south side of Beaumont.
Take Texas 124 (south or west,
whichever it is signed) towards Fannett
(left turn under the highway).
Travel about 1/2 mile to the first light.
At the first light, turn left onto Tyrrell
Park Road and go about 3/4 mile.
Turn left into Tyrrell Park through the
nice new arch.
Continue ahead and proceed about twothirds of the way round the main loop
and into the well-marked Cattail Marsh
parking area.
From IH10
Exit at Walden Road on the west side
of Beaumont.
Go south of Walden Road for about 1/2
mile to the first light.
At the light go straight over Highway
124 onto Tyrrell Park Road and go
about 3/4 mile. Turn left into Tyrrell
Park through the nice new arch and as
above.as above.

EarthShare of Texas represents Audubon
Foundation of Texas and the National
Audubon Society in payroll contribution
programs in workplaces throughout Texas.
For more information about how you can
support Audubon Foundation of Texas and
the National Audubon Society at your
workplace, call 1-800-GREENTX, or visit
www.earthshare-texas.org

Refreshments
We thank all those who brought
refreshments over the last few meetings.
We will be looking for offers to provide
refreshments for all the spring meetings.

Tuesday, February 11, 2020
Magnolia Garden Club
will
welcome Greg Grant – Gardening for
the Birds and the Bees Saving the
World One Garden at a Time (or what
our ancestors did wrong and how I
evolved into an ecologically sound
gardener).
Location: Art Museum of Southeast
Texas – Downtown Beaumont.
Time: 10:00 A.M. - refreshments
beginning at 9:30

Greg is currently the Smith County
Horticulturist for the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service in Tyler,
Texas. He has degrees in floriculture
and horticulture from Texas A&M
University and is a graduate of the Benz
School of Floral Design. He has served
as a Horticulturist at SFA Gardens,
Mercer Arboretum and San Antonio
Botanical Gardens. He has also served
as director of research and development
with Antique Rose Emporium.
Greg has introduced a number of
successful plants to the Southern
nursery industry including: several
varieties of petunias, vital, hibiscus and
roses.
He has received awards of
achievement from the Native Plant

Society of Texas,
the
Texas
Agricultural Extension Service and
Texas Parks and Wildlife. His book,
Heirloom Gardening in the South, was
a Garden Writers Association award
winner.
He is the author and co-author of
seven books including: Texas Fruit and
Vegetable Gardening, The Southern
Heirloom Garden, and The Rose
Rustlers. Greg and his wife live in the
Pinewoods of East Texas in his
grandparents’ old farmhouse and
maintain his Rebel Eloy Emanis Pine
Savanna and Bird Sanctuary.
Greg will have books for sale at the
meeting.

Field Trip to Anahuac NWR – 18 January 2020
Pond loop road. The entrance road to the loop was full of
ducks and the group scoped them out for some time. Bluewinged Teal were present with many Northern Shovelers and
a few Gadwall. A pair of Mallards was nice to find and
Mottled Duck was also seen. Green-winged Teal were present
along with Ped-billed Grebes. Turning onto the loop road
itself, the first part of the trip was unremarkable but did
provide looks at Common Gallinule and Little Blue Heron.
Working our way to the boardwalk area provided many more
ducks, almost all of them Black-belled Whistling-Ducks! A
large number of these ducks have wintered at this location
which is remarkable considering that it was not that long ago
that Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks were quite uncommon on
the upper Texas coast. Mixed in with their more common
brethren, a few Fulvous Whistling-Ducks were located. This is
not usually an easy species to locate in the winter so it was a
much enjoyed sighting. A cooperative American Pipit was
also present in the area and gave great looks to the birders.
White and White-faced Ibis were also present but no amount
of looking could produce the hoped for Glossy Ibis. A nice
flock of Roseate Spoonbills was a bright spot on a gray day.
Finishing out the Shoveler Pond Loop, several other
species were noted. Caspian and Forster’s Terns were seen
hunting over the waters. Great and Snowy Egrets were seen
along with a few Tricolored Herons. Eastern Phoebes were
periodically noted along the road and Belted Kingfisher was
also seen. Red-winged Blackbirds were common and a Redtailed Hawk or two were located as well. A large flock of
ducks rising up in the distance started the group looking for
raptors (often the cause of such disturbances). Sure enough,
there were a couple of Northern Harriers cruising low in the
area but they were not alone – a young Bald Eagle was
actively hunting and had a duck dinner on its mind! The eagle
Continued on page 7

Birding is always weather dependent at any season. A good
front in the spring or fall can bring in lots of migrants and
sometimes rarities as well. Cold fronts in the winter can also
bring in birds but usually the rain comes first and that is not
exactly conducive to good birding. The Golden Triangle
Audubon Society’s January field trip to Anahuac National
Wildlife Refuge is certainly one that can produce a lot of birds
but with rain due to arrive during the day it was a matter of
beating the rain to the birds!
Starting at the entrance station to Anahuac, the group
decided to take the trial to the Willow Pond area. This can be
an excellent spot for wintering song birds and a good spot for
migrants in the spring. One of the first birds found was the
male Vermilion Flycatcher that is spending the winter in this
area. The bird is not quite in full adult male plumage but it is
close enough to still be spectacular! Winding along the trail
numerous other species were noted. Multiple White-crowned
Sparrows gave good looks to the group and a few Lincoln’s
Sparrows were also seen. Swamp Sparrows were noted in the
wet brushy areas and a Song Sparrow or two were also
present. Orange-crowned Warblers foraged among the tall
weeds while a Common Yellowthroat called from nearby. A
White-tailed Kite gracefully flew overhead and a White-eyed
Vireo was heard fussing on the distance. Moving toward the
pond itself, multiple Gray Catbirds were heard mewing and a
couple eventually showed themselves. A Hermit Thrush made
an appearance and a couple of Palm Warblers were seen by
some but proved uncooperative. Yellow-rumped Warblers
were common in the trees and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers and
Ruby-crowned Kinglets were easily seen along with a single
Golden-crowned Kinglet. A distinctive call allowed the group
to locate a somewhat unusual bird for the location – a Winter
Wren. This was first heard but later seen well around the pond.
Leaving the walking trail, the birds started on the Shoveler
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Orange County Christmas Bird Count, January 1, 2020
Sponsored by Golden Triangle Audubon Society
misses last year. The first Pine Siskin in five years appeared.
American Goldfinches and House Sparrows were found in
typical numbers as were Eastern Meadowlarks and the
expected blackbirds and grackles. There were lots of Pine
Warblers and Rumpies, with a bonus of two Palm Warblers
and the Yellow-throated Warbler mentioned above. Finally
there were typical numbers of Northern Cardinals. House
Sparrows are no longer the caboose in the new taxonomy
sequence.
Again this year we had help from landowners and would
like to thank the owners of two large private parcels, Hawk
Club and Odum Interests, on the southeast edge of the circle,
for the 6th year. We appreciate Gerald Langham for access to
his property north of Bessie Heights and also J.B. Arrington
for access to the lake on his property east of Claiborne West
Park.

New Year’s Day, 2020, dawned not too cold, but darkly
overcast and threatening to the birds and the birders. Neither
turned out in large numbers. But on the bright side, three
species were added this year, and there are several new high
counts for the TXOC circle. Total Species for this count was
100 with 3807 individuals, vs. 113 and 4808 individuals last
year.
Eight Brown Boobies, off the Bailey’s fishing camp road,
were new for this count, as well as a Marbled Godwit in the
same area and a Yellow-throated Warbler in Claiborne West
Park, picked out of a flock of Pine Warblers high up in the
Loblollies.
We found Wood Ducks, Green and Blue-winged Teal,
Lesser Scaup, and a good number of Gadwalls. A small flock
of Ring-necked Ducks arrived on the pond by the county
landfill, after three years of misses. No Mallards or Shovelers,
plentiful the past several years, were counted this year.
Four Least Sandpipers were seen after two years of
misses. We also got our token numbers of Spotted Sandpiper,
Willet, and Greater Yellowlegs.
It was a good year for gulls in TXOC, with plentiful
Laughing Gulls and Ring-billed Gulls and a bonus of 6 Lesser
Black-backed Gulls, which is the best showing for LBBG
since Ken Sztraky restarted the TXOC circle.
Eleven Anhingas was a another species high for TXOC.
Again this year, all the expected Cormorants, Herons and
Egrets appeared (9 species). Another high scorer for this count
was White Ibis, which continued their uptrend. White-faced
Ibis were also identified in good numbers.
Black and Turkey Vultures, and Ospreys were common as
expected. Only one Northern Harrier and one Sharp-shinned
Hawk were found, but Bald Eagles, Red-shouldered Hawks
and Red-tailed Hawks were seen in average numbers. One
Barn Owl was seen at its usual barn, and a Great Horned Owl
was a good find, not seen or heard every year. Belted
Kingfishers were perched on the power lines along several of
our routes overlooking a lake, swamp, or bayou.
All the expected woodpeckers and flicker were found in
notably higher numbers than last year. Crested Caracara, was
missed. A baker’s dozen American Kestrels and a Merlin
showed up.
Eastern Phoebe’s were up while two Vermilion
Flycatchers averaged out last year’s miss. We found the
expected Loggerhead Shrike, White-eyed and Blue-headed
Vireo, Blue Jay, and American Crow.
There were less than a tenth of the Tree Swallows
reported on this count in 15 years. RC Kinglets and Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers were in similar numbers to the past four years,
and more House Wrens showed up than in the past nine years.
We got common numbers of the next ten common birds,
Marsh and Carolina Wrens Starlings, Catbirds, Robins,
Mockingbird, Eastern Bluebird, Cedar Waxwings and House
Sparrows. Only Brown Thrasher was a miss in that series.
Robins were down to 100 from the mid-600s last year. Cedar
Waxwing numbers were more typical.
White-throated and Song Sparrows were present after

Here’s the list of all sightings in this year’s Orange County Christmas
Bird Count (TXOC in CBC #120.) The taxonomic order has been
updated.
GOOSE, Snow (1); DUCK, Wood (11); TEAL, Blue-winged (12);
GADWALL (52); TEAL, Green-winged (16); DUCK, Ring-necked (6);
SCAUP, Lesser (3); GREBE, Pied-billed (43); PIGEON, Rock (109);
COLLARED-DOVE, Eurasian (1); DOVE, White-winged (61); DOVE,
Mourning (42); RAIL, King (1); SORA (1); STILT, Black-necked (65);
KILLDEER (40); SANDPIPER, Least (4); SANDPIPER, Spotted (1);
YELLOWLEGS, Greater (2); WILLET (2); GULL, Laughing (175);
GULL, Ring-billed (377); GULL, Lesser Black-backed (6); TERN,
Caspian (1); TERN, Forster’s (33); ANHINGA (11); CORMORANT,
Neotropic (121); CORMORANT, Double-crested (15); PELICAN,
American White (79); PELICAN, Brown (24); HERON, Great Blue (22);
EGRET, Great (31); EGRET, Snowy (76); HERON, Little Blue (18);
HERON, Tri-colored (3); IBIS, White (356); IBIS, White-faced (26);
SPOONBILL, Roseate (5); VULTURE, Black (30); VULTURE, Turkey
(35); OSPREY (17); HARRIER, Northern (1); HAWK, Sharp-shinned
(1); EAGLE, Bald (4); HAWK, Red-shouldered (5); HAWK, Red-tailed
(15); OWL, Barn (1); OWL, Great Horned (1); KINGFISHER, Belted
(9); SAPSUCKER, Yellow-bellied (4); WOODPECKER, Red-headed
(4); WOODPECKER, Red-bellied (12); WOODPECKER, Downy (7);
WOODPECKER, Pileated (6); FLICKER, Northern (5); KESTREL,
American (13); MERLIN (1); PHOEBE, Eastern (22); FLYCATCHER,
Vermilion (2); VIREO, Blue-headed (10); SHRIKE, Loggerhead (9);
JAY, Blue, (59); CROW, American (26); CHICKADEE, Carolina (32);
TITMOUSE, Tufted (4); SWALLOW, Tree (18); KINGLET, Goldencrowned (3); KINGLET, Ruby-crowned (38); GNATCATCHER, Bluegray (17); WREN, House (13); WREN, Marsh (4);WREN, Carolina
(22); STARLING, European (175); CATBIRD, Gray (12);
MOCKINGBIRD, Northern (47); BLUEBIRD, Eastern (11); THRUSH,
Hermit (3); ROBIN, American (100); WAXWING, Cedar (192);
SPARROW, House (16); SISKIN, Pine (1); GOLDFINCH, American
(61); SPARROW, Chipping (8); SPARROW, White-throated (8);
SPARROW, Song (3); SPARROW, Swamp (16); MEADOWLARK,
Eastern (25); BLACKBIRD, Red-winged (134); GRACKLE, Common
(28); GRACKLE, Boat-tailed (101); GRACKLE, Great-tailed (303;
WARBLER, Orange-crowned (35); YELLOWTHROAT, Common (1);
WARBLER, Palm (2); WARBLER, Pine (65); WARBLER, Yellowrumped (Myrtle) (76); CARDINAL, Northern (69); WARBLER, Yellowthroated (1); BOOBY, Brown (8); GODWIT, Marbled (1).
SPECIES, total (100); INDIVIDUALS, total (3807); Observers (10);
Parties (5); Party-hours total (26.2); Party-miles total (46.65); Partyhours on foot (14.0); Party-miles on foot (7.95); Party-hours by car
(12.2); Party-miles by car (38.7).
Observers: Leigh Baker, Sherry Gibson, Sheila Hebert, Christine Sliva,
Harlan Stewart, Sherrie Roden, John and Jana Whittle,,Denise and
Gary Kelley.

Gary Kelley
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Golden Triangle Audubon Society
P. O. Box 1292
Nederland, Texas 77627-1292

FIRST CLASS MAIL

NATIONAL AUDUBON
MEMBERSHIP FORM
Membership Form
To join the National Audubon Society,
please complete this form and return
with Introductory Membership fee of
$20 (payable to the National Audubon
Society, or indicate you wish to be
billed) to National Audubon Society,
Memberships,
PO
Box
97194,
Washington, DC 20090-7194. To use
this form to give a membership as a gift,
please complete the form and indicate
your name in the appropriate space.
Payment should accompany gift
memberships.
Name:_________________________
Address:_______________________
______________________________
Gift from:
______________________________

Brown Pelican

RARE BIRD ALERTS

SUBSCRIPTION/
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Unfortunately, almost all the local
and regional telephone Rare Bird Alerts
have been discontinued in favor of
various forms of Internet distribution.

Mail to Golden Triangle Audubon
Society (GTAS), P. O. Box 1292,
Nederland, Texas 77627-1292 or bring
to any Membership Meeting. National
Audubon Society (NAS) members with
addresses within our official territory
are automatically GTAS members
without further payment, but are asked
to contribute $20 if they are able since
we only receive a very small amount
from NAS after the first year.
Subscriptions from NAS Members with
mailing addresses outside our official
territory, and others wishing to
subscribe are $20 per year (Jan-Dec).
Name: ________________________
Address: ______________________
______________________

__ Check enclosed __ Please bill me

______________________

Golden Triangle Audubon C0ZW250Z

Tel No: ______________________
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The Texas-wide Rare Bird Alert,
maintained by Houston Audubon
Society, is available on their web-site at
http://www.houstonaudubon.org/
Email alerts are also available for a fee.
Many rare bird sightings in Texas are
posted on Facebook Texbirds or on the
TEXBIRDS listserv. Archives of the
listserv are at www.freelists.org/
archive/ texbirds. It is not necessary to
subscribe to view the archives, which
include all recent postings.
Detailed information/maps on birding
sites in Texas is available on the Web at
http://www.texasbirds.org/birdingLo
cations.php. This leads you to the maps
of the various eBird hotspots. You can
also subscribe (free) on eBird for email
alerts for all rare birds reported in a
specific county.

